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This was the 6
th

 consecutive year of this Lonar Science Festival which was 

started with the objective of National Science Day and Conservation of Lonar 

Lake. The festival was organized at Late Ku. Durga K. Banmeru Science College, 

Lonar on 03rd and 04th March 2023. This was organized in collaboration with 

Pandit Ravishankar Shukla University Raipur, Vimukt Foundation, Pune, Late 

Kamalabai Banmeru Women’s College of Arts, Commerce and Science, Lonar, Sri 

Shivaji College, Akola and Devgiri College Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar. Under the 

chairmanship of Principal Dr. Prakash K. Banmeru and under the guidance of Dr. 

Pandit Vidyasagar (Ex-Vice Chancellor, SRTMU, Nanded), this festival was 

celebrated at the national level this year.  

The festival was sponsored by Vimukt Foundation, Pune. In this festival 

along with science exhibition, lectures by researchers and dignitaries, national 

conference on geological importance of lonar lake etc. were organized. The 

festival which is being started with the aim of creating public awareness about the 

conservation of Lonar Lake, which is a wonderful gift of nature and has received 

Ramsar status, and to develop scientific attitude among the students through the 

organization of National Science Day. The good response for this festival is giving 

more strength to the college to implement such innovative activities for the 

upliftment of the students. 
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 The festival started on March 3rd at 10 am with Vigyan Jyot Rally. 

Tehsildar Saifan Nadaf of Lonar were present as a chief guest. Chief Organizer of 

Science Festival, Principal Dr. Prakash K. Banmeru, Mr. Mahesh Patil (Head of 

Advisory Committee of Maharashtra State Engineering College), Shri Deepak 

Salve (Health Coach), all the faculty and students of the college were present. 

 This rally was organized with the aim of creating awareness about 

science among the students and on this occasion the students also gave a good 

presentation of Lezim, the role played by the student CV Raman was attracting 

attention.  

Principal Dr. Prakash K Banmeru, Tehsildar Saifan Nadaf, Mr. Mahesh Patil and other 

dignitaries while lighting the science flame and flagging off the rally. 

 

 

   Students doing a great presentation of Lezim 

    Science Flame Rally 
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After the Science Flame Rally, the opening ceremony of the 6th National 

Level Lonar Science Festival was held. The program started with lamp lighting 

and idol worship and university song. On this occasion, the President of the 

program, Dr. Prakash Banmeru, Inaugurator Dr. Omraj Gajbhiye (In-charge 

Principal of M&S College, Mehkar), Chief Guest Mr. Mahesh Patil (Chief Advisor 

of Maharashtra State Engineering College Committee), were present on the stage. 

Dr. Omraj Gajbhiye while inaugurating the program praised the initiative of 

the college and opined that education should be done not only for the accumulation 

of information but for the welfare of humanity. Dr. Pandit Vidyasagar, guided the 

audience through online mode system and urged the students to contribute to the 

development of the country by emphasizing on research.He expressed his 

happiness to see the growing scope of this festival which started from his concept. 

Addressing the students in his unique style, the keynote speaker Mr. Mahesh 

Patil gave a fundamental advice that students with a degree in basic science have a 

bright future and a lot of job opportunities, but for that, students should complete 

skill-based certificate courses along with traditional education. Speaking at the 

presiding conclusion of the festival, the principal of the college, Dr. Prakash 

Banmeru asserted that through this activity of the college, the students get 

guidance from scientists and dignitaries in various fields and get an opportunity to 

present their innovations through science exhibition. The vote of thanks was done 

by co-convenor Dr. Milind Gaikwad and anchoring was done by Dr. Mahendra 

Bhise. 

 

 

 

 

Inaugural Ceremony 
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                Dignitaries during the lighting of the lamp 

 

                   

 

                                    

Moments from the felicitation ceremony 
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Dr. Pandit Vidyasagar, while guiding the audience through the Audio- Video System 

Principal Dr. Prakash Banmeru while addressing the audience at the festival 

Dr. Omraj Gajbhiye while expressing his 

thoughts at the inaugural function 

Keynote speaker Mr. Mahesh Patil addressing the 

students 
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In the afternoon session, inauguration of science exhibition was done by the 

hands of Chief organizer of the festival, Principal Dr. Prakash Banmeru, Dr. 

Ganesh Gaikwad, Dr. Vaishali Shelke. A total of 63 students from various colleges 

of various universities participated in this science exhibition organized for college 

students with posters in innovative scientific models. This science exhibition was 

organized in the following five categories. 

1. Importance and Conservation of Lonar Lake 

2. Basic and General Science 

3. Agriculture and Animal Husbandry 

4. Science and Technology 

5. Medicinal plants and their production 

The evaluation of this science exhibition was done by a committee 

consisting of Dr. Sandeep Shirasath of Devagiri College, Chhatrapati 

Sambhajinagar, Dr. Vaishali Shelke of Burungale college, Shegaon; 

Rranrameshwar Devhade of Adarsh Colllege, Hingoli, Dr. Mahendra Bhise of 

LKDK Banmeru College, Lonar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal Dr. Prakash Banmeru and other dignitaries while inaugurating the Science Exhibition 

Inauguration of science exhibition 
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Committee member while judging science exhibition 

 

 

While inspecting the science exhibition, Principal Dr. Prakash Banmeru 
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In the last session of the first day, the farewell ceremony and prize 

distribution ceremony of this science exhibition was held. Principal of the College 

Dr. Prakash Banmeru, Dr. Santosh Banmeru (Secretary of Amrut Sevabhavi 

Sanstha, Parbhani), Dr. Rajendra Borse, (In-charge Principal, Bhagwan Baba 

College, Lonar), Health Trainer Mr. Deepak Salve were present. 

The first prize of Rs 5000 in science exhibition was won by Vijay Digole 

and Gaurav Adhava of Burungale College, Shegaon, second prize Rs 3000 won by 

Rishikesh Harkal and Jeevan Ingole of Adarsh College, Hingoli, and the third prize 

Rs 2000 won by Palak Mhota and Dhanshree Deshmukh of Shivaji College, 

Akola. 

The commemorative prize of Rs 1000 each was awarded to Mo. Saher of Sri 

Pundalik Maharaj College, Nandura and Swaraj Deshpande and Shubham 

Kalaskar of Devagiri College, Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar. Mr. Shivshankar More 

also announced the result of the science quiz conducted by the college on 28th Feb 

2023. 

Among them, first prize Rs.1000 won by Sailesh Virkud of Gokhale 

Education Society Shrivardhan, second prize Rs.700 won by Manoj Patil of Pratap 

College, Amalner, third prize Rs.500 won by Seema Raut of Amravati University 

and incentive prize of Rs.250 each to Monali Pangaone, G.N.M.D. College Sinnar 

and Sumit Sable of Vivekananda Vidyalaya Hivra Budruk. Mr. Saurabh Gaikwad 

anchor the prize distribution ceremony and Kamlakar Wawhal gave the vote of 

thanks. 

Farewell and Prize Distribution Ceremony 
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Felicitations of dignitaries in  Farewell ceremony 

 

 

 

 

Dignitaries present on stage while distributing prizes to the winning students 

 

Mr. Deepak Salve (Health Instructor) addressing 

the students 

 

Participating students while expressing their 

thoughts 
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 Dignitaries present on stage while distributing prizes to the winning students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dignitaries present on stage with award winning students 

 

A large number of students and professors present for the science festival 
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4
th

 March 2023 

National Conference on Geological Importance of Lonar Craters 

On the second day of the 6
th
 National Level Lonar Science Festival, 

National Conference on Geological Importance of Lonar Crater was organized on 

March 4, 2023. On this occasion the president of the program Mrs. Ushatai Gole 

(President Amrut Sevabhavi Sanstha Parbhani), as the Inaugurator Dr. Vijay Nagre 

(Member of Management Council, Sant Gadge Baba of Amravati University), 

Chief Organizer of the Program Dr. Prakash Banmeru Principal of Sri Shivaji 

College Akola Dr. A. L. Kulat, Dr. Daulat Sonone (Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 

Marathwada University) of Dr. Kulkarni (Bhartiya College Amravati) were 

present. 

Dignitaries during lamp lighting and idol worship 

 

Felicitation ceremony at the inaugural function 
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Felicitation ceremony at the inaugural function 

 

Dr. Milind Gaikwad, coordinator of this national conference, gave the 

introduction and outline of this conference. Dr. Vijay Nagre, speaking in his 

inaugural speech, appreciated the efforts of the college for the conservation of the 

world famous Lonar Lake and they mentioned that they will try As a member of 

the management council of Saint Gadgebaba Amravati University, it is mentioned 

that he will try to get support and cooperation for this festival through the 

university. 

 After this, the Principal, Dr. A. L. Kulat, while expressing his thoughts, 

advice that the students and all of us should use science and technology properly to 
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make our progress, and thanked the Principal, Dr. Prakash Banmeru, for giving 

opportunity to participate his college in this science festival. 

 The keynote speaker Dr. Daulat Sonone advised the students to work as 

science pioneers and mentioned that the conservation of Lonar Lake is very 

important in terms of research and speaking at this time he praised the festival 

which is ongoing under the guidance of Dr. Prakash Banmeru. 

 President of Amrut Sevabhavi Sanstha Parbhani Mrs. Ushatai Gole 

appreciated the various activities being implemented by the College for the 

conservation of Lonar Crater and the overall development of the students. 

Speaking in the concluding speech of the festival, Dr. Prakash Banmeru said that 

the name of the college has reached the national level through this festival, while 

mentioning that this festival is one of the best activities for the NAAC. On this 

occasion, Mr. Sharik Shaikh anchor the programme, Preface was given by 

coordinator Dr. Milind Gaikwad and vote of thanks done by Dr. S. B. Borul. 

While guiding at National Conference, Dr. Vijay Nagre, Dr. Prakash Banmeru, Dr. A. L. Kulat 

and Dr. Daulat Sonone 

 

 

 



Sixth National Lonar Science Festival 2023 

 

Late Ku. Durga K. Banmeru Science College, Lonar Page 15 
 

 In the afternoon session, Dr. Daulat Sonone, Dr. Kulkarni, Dr. Milind 

Gaikwad, Dr. Ganesh Gaikwad and other participating professors presented 

research papers and a total of 23 researchers participated in this. Later, the closing 

ceremony of this National Conference was held. Principal Dr. Prakash Banmeru, 

Coordinator Dr. Milind Gaikwad, Co-Coordinator Prof. Saurabh Gaikwad, Co-

Coordinator Dr. Ganesh Gaikwad were present and certificates were distributed to 

the participating researchers. The research paper presented at this National 

Conference has been published in 'Ideal' - UGC Listed and Peer Revival Journal 

(Impact Factor 7.537). All the teachers and non-teaching staff made efforts for the  

success of the program.  

Participating faculty present for research paper 
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Participating faculty present for research paper 

 

 

 

  In this concluding session, certificate and memento presented to student 

who perform excellent street play at the Tehsil Office Lonar on the occasion of 

Voter's Day. 

Students accepting momento and certificates for outstanding street drama 

 

Dignitaries while distributing certificates to the participating professors in the National Conference 
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Students accepting momento and certificates for outstanding street drama 
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